Although the original strain of P. anguillimortiferurn was lost, the name was validly published, and therefore the specific epithet "anguillirnortiferum" has priority over "tarda." The new combination Edwardsiella anguillimortifera is proposed for this organism. The type strain of Edwardsiellu tarda ATCC 15947 is designated as the neotype strain of Edwardsiella anguillimortifera. Ewing and McWhorter 1965 (1) was given to a group of organisms with several vernacular names, including Asakusa (4) and Bartholomew (3). The name Edwardsiella tarda has now been commonly accepted. Recently, this organism has attracted attention as the causative agent of a disease in eels. Although several other species of gram-negative rods have been reported as the cause of disease in eels, we studied the organism described by Hoshina (2) for reasons of taxonomy. Hoshina placed the organism in the genus Paracolobactrurn and proposed for it the name Paracolo bactrum anguillimortiferum. He described this organism as follows: "Gram-negative, asporogenous, motile rods with peritrichous flagella; facultatively anaerogenic; acapsulated; gelatin was not liquefied; methyl red positive ; Voges-Proskauer negative, nitrates were reduced to nitrites: indole and hydrogen sulfide were produced; acid and gas in glucose; fructose, galactose and maltose; no acid and gas in cellobiose, lactose, raffinose. rhamnose, sorbose, trehalose, xylose, dulcitol, mannitol, sorbitol, sucrose, glycogen, starch, inulin, salicin and esculun; nicotic acid was required as a growth factor."
The scientific name Edwardsiella tarda
The characteristics of Paracolobactrum anguillimortiferum as given by Hoshina are compared in Table 1 
